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ORIGIN. 


Early  in  the  Fall  of  1860,  a  few  members  of  the  so-called  Liberal  Christian 
Societies,  met  on  two  or  three  occasions  to  consider  the  expediency  of  forming 
a  Liberal  Christian  Union.  The  meetings  were  held  in  Rev.  A.  P.  Putnam's 
study,  then  in  Sands  street.  Revs.  A.  P.  Putnam  and  Henry  Blanchard  were 
present  at  the  meeting,  and  were,  from  the  start,  earnestly  interested  in  the 
project. 

The  earliest  minutes  on  record  of  any  regular  general  meeting  are  as 
follows  : 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Brooklyn  favorable  to  the 
formation  of  a  Liberal  Christian  Union,  convened  at  the  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute, on  Tuesdary  evening,  November  20,  1866,  the  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  Edgar  W.  Crowell. 

On  motion,  Isaac  H.  Frothingham  w^as  elected  Chairman,  and  Robert 
Foster  Secretary. 

Rev.  A.  P.  Putnam  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-Laws,  appointed  at  the  previous  meeting. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  to  act  upon  the  Constitution,  section  by  section. 

The  preamble,  constitution  and  by-laws,  as  presented  by  the  Committee, 
were  adopted. 

A  large  number  of  persons  signed  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  paid  the 
initiation  fee  (one  dollar),  and  became  members  of  the  Union. 

On  motion,  C.  C.  Gordon,  Rev.  J.  W.  Chadwick,  J.  M.  Leavitt,  Edward 
Anthony,  Rev.  A.  P.  Putnam  and  Hon.  Demas  Strong  were  appointed  a  Com. 
mittee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  Union. 

The  Noni#nating  Committee  having  made  their  report,  tlie  Union  pro 
ceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  with  result  as  follow^s  : 
For  President — Isaac  H.  Frothingham. 
"    First  Vice-Pres. — Edgar  W.  Crowell. 
"    Second     "  Charles  P.  Gerrish. 

"    Secretary — William  Potts. 
Treasurer — Morris  Reynolds. 

(  Rev.  A.  J.  Canfield. 
Director  for  one  year,  \  Robert  Foster, 
(  Chas.  F.  Steele. 
i  Wm.  Lombard, 
Bircctorx  for  tiro  years,  \  Rev.  J.  W.  Chadwick, 
(  W.  E.  Bailey. 
(  Edward  S.  Bunker, 
Directors  for  three  yea n^,  -|  Rev.  Henry  Blanchard, 
(  Rev.  A.  P.'  Putnam. 

Mr.  Reynolds  having  stated  that  it  would  be  impossil)le  for  him  to 
serve  as  Treasurer,  Mr.  Potts  was  by  vote  re(iueste(l  to  act  as  Treasurer 
until  the  vacancy  shall  be  tilled. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

RouKKT  Foster,  aS^^'^^. 


ANNUAL  MEETING, 


November  17,  1867, 


A  few  members  came  together,  and  after  resolving  that  the  present 
officers  hold  over,  adjourned,  as  previously  agreed  upon  by  the  Board, 
until  Tuesday,  December  3,  7:30  P.  M. 

Wm.  Potts,  Sec'y. 


ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  MEETING, 

December  3,  1867. 

The  Union  re-assembled  at  the  time  appointed,  and  the  meeting  was 
opened  with  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  Rev,  H,  Blanchard. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  and  of  the  meeting  held  November 
20,  1866,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  President  and  Treasurer  were  then  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blanchard,  the  reports  were  accepted  and  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Managers. 

Messrs,  Chadwick,  Anthony,  Blanchard  and  Gerrish  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  Nominations,  and  were  instructed,  by  a  vote  of  the  meeting, 
to  place  the  names  of  one  or  more  ladies  on  the  ticket.  The  Committee 
reported  the  following  ticket  to  fill  regular  vacancies  : 

For  President — Robert  Foster. 
"    First  Vice-President — Wm,  Aug,  White,  Jr. 
"    Second  "  Jos.  M.  Gleason. 

"    Secretary — Wm,  Potts. 
"    Treasurer — Charles  P,  Gerrish. 

i  Miss  MaryHillard, 
Directors  for  three  years,  \  Miss  A.  E.  Anthony, 
(  Miss  Mary  Den ni son. 

There  being  no  other  nominations,  Mr.  Anthony  moved  that  the  President 
deposit  one  ballot  for  the  ticket  as  reported,  and  that  said  ticket  be  declared 
elected.  This  motion  was  carried,  the  ballot  deposited  and  the  ticket  declared 
elected. 
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Rev.  A.  P.  Putnam  then  delivered  aii  address  on  the  love,  pursuit,  and 
practice  of  truth. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  President  Foster  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  in  a  few  earnest  words  thanked  the  Union  for  his  election,  and  de- 
clared his  purpose  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  organization  by  such 
means  as  should  be  within  his  control. 

Mr.  Chadwick  moved,  and  Mr.  Anthony  seconded  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Brooklyn  Liberal  Christian  Union  are  due, 
and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Mr.  Isaac  II.  Froth ingham  for  the  earnest  and 
faithful  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  as  President 
during  the  past  year,  and  that  we  heartily  regret  the  necessities  which  have 
compelled  him  to  decline  further  election  to  the  office  he  has  filled  with  so 
much  grace  and  so  much  profit  to  us  all. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Webster  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Galvin  were  called  upon,  and 
responded  with  a  few  remarks,  after  which  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Wm.  Potts,  Sec'y. 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Brooklyn  Liberal  Chrintian  Union  : 

Under  a  standing  rule  adopted  at  the  meeting  held  November  20th,  1866, 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  President  to  report  to  you  at  this  time  upon  the 
fortunes  of  the  Union  during  the  past  year.  And  this  is  done  the  more  readily 
that  although  the  work  accomplished  during  the  period  may  not  have  been 
very  g-reat,  it  has  yet  been  siifhcient  to  warrant  a  belief  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Union  as  a  permanent  and  useful  organization. 

The  Board  of  Managers  elected  at  the  meeting  already  alluded  to,  came 
together  November  27th,  1866,  and  chose  William  Potts  as  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  he  being  already  Secretary  of  the  Union. 

There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Treasurer  (owing  lo  the  declination 
of  Mr.  Morris  Reynolds),  Mr.  Robert  Foster  was  elected  to  that  position,  and 
the  Rev.  J.  G.  Bartholomew  was  elected  to  till  Mr.  Foster's  place  as  a  Director 
for  one  year.    No  other  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  management. 

Conference  Meetings  of  the  Union  have  been  held  at  various  times  during 
the  year,  at  which  addresses  have  been  delivered,  the  speakers  and  suojects 
being  as  follows  : 

December  12,  1866,  Rev.  A.  P.  Pntuam,  on  the  Love  of  Truth.  January 
10,  1867,  E.  S.  Mills,  Esq.,  on  Some  Points  of  Agreement  in  all  Religions. 
January  24,  1867,  Rev.  H.  Blanchard,  on  Liberal  Christianity.  February  14, 
1867,  Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  on  Co-operation  in  Trade  and  Industry.  February 
27,  1867,  Rev.  James  Freeman  ClarUe,  on  the  Works  of  Liberal  Christian 
Societies.  March  13, 1867,  William  Polts.  on  the  Works  of  a  Liberal  Christian 
Union.  March  27,  1867,  Rev.  W  F.  Clarke,  on  Amusements.  April  10.  1867. 
Richard  H.  Manning,  Esq.,  on  Science  in  ('hristianity.  April  24,  Rev.  H.  W. 
Bellows,  on  the  Functions  of  Liberal  Christianity  in  the  Church  and  in  the 
World. 

The  meetings  of  the  Union  have  been  well  attended  by  members  and 
others,  the  addresses  attentively  listened  to.  and  divscussed,  and  several  of  them 
published  wholly,  or  in  part,  and  thus  widely  disseminated. 

The  places  of  meeting  have  been  as  follows  : 

The  Church  of  the  Saviour,  the  Church  of  tl)e  Restoration,  the  new  cliapel 
of  the  Second  Unitarian  Society,  the  Church  of  tiie  Redeemer,  the  Williams- 
burgh  Universalist  Church,  and  the  Polytechnic  Institute  ;  these  having  been 
kindly  put  at  our  disposal  by  those  having  them  in  charge. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  encpiire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Librar}'  and  Free  Reading  Room.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting,  a  favorable  report  was  received  from  the  said  committee. 
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and  in  pursuance  thereof  suitable  rooms  were  rented  in  the  Hamilton  Building, 
at  the  corner  of  Court  and  Joralemon  streets,  furnished  with  tables  and  cliairs, 
and  provided  with  an  assortment  of  periodicals,  and  opened  to  the  public  on 
the  evening-  of  January  2nd  of  this  year.  From  that  time  until  about  the 
middle  of  February,  the  rooms  were  kept  open  during  each  evening,  except 
Sunday — one  or  more  members  of  the  Board  being  in  charge.  This  arrange- 
ment being  deemed  too  onerous,  however,  it  was  determined  to  hire  a  person 
who  should  be  required  to  keep  the  rooms  open  from  9  a.  m.  until  12  m.,  and 
from  2  to  10  p.  m.  ;  they  are  now  opened  at  8  a.  m. 

The  average  daily  attendance  at  the  rooms  has  been  for  the  latter  half  of 
February,  about  32:  for  March,  about  48;  for  April,  about  62;  for  May,  about  G8. 

The  average  daily  attendance  during  the  summer,  from  June  to  October, 
was  about  50;  and  from  October  1st  to  17th,  it  was  about  (55. 

At  this  time,  the  Board  determined  that  for  the  present  its  energies  should 
be  directed  especialh'  to  this  one  undertaking,  and  that  to  obtain  a  thorough 
success  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  rooms  more  attractive.  Accordingly, 
they  were  closed  for  a  few  days,  during  which  time  they  were  thoroughly 
cleansed,  the  walls  kalsomined.  the  floor  carpeted,  and  a  number  of  engravings, 
cliromos  and  photographs  hung  in  appropriate  places.  Additions  were  also 
made  to  the  list  of  periodicals  on  the  tables,  and  since  the  re-opening  on  October 
2nd,  the  average  daily  attendance  has  increased  to  82.  This  result  would  seem 
to  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  course  taken.  The  idea  of  establishing  a  library  of 
liberal  and  miscellaneous  books  having  been  adopted  by  the  Board,  public 
calls  were  made  at  various  times  for  contributions  thereto.  In  response,  we 
have  received  valuable  donations  from  the  American  Unitarian  Association, 
Mr.  George  H.  Hannah,  ]Mr.  Geo.  L.  French,  and  a  number  of  others,  amount- 
ing at  the  time  to  260  bound  volumes,  together  with  many  magazines  and 
pamphlets.    No  books  as  yet  have  been  purchased  by  the  Board. 

In  order,  while  making  the  rooms  as  free  as  possible  to  the  public,  to 
retain  some  means  in  our  hands  to  encourage  an  increase  of  membership,  it 
has  been  determined  to  restrict  the  right  to  take  books  from  the  rooms  to  those 
whose  names  stand  upon  the  roll.  These  number  now  about  one  hundred  and 
eight}',  of  whom  several  are  life  members. 

The  subject  of  enlarging  the  list  is  one  which  has  seemed  to  the  Board 
very  important.  The  adage  that  "  In  Union  there  is  Strength,"  is  old,  but  not 
yet  so  hackneyed  as  to  have  wholly  lost  its  virtue.  It  is  fit  that  it  should  be 
impressed  upon  you  at  this  time,  that  through  organization  we  may  effect 
much,  which  otherwise  we  should  altogether  fail  of  accomplishing,  and  that 
through  the  coml)ined  action  of  the  various  liberal  elements  in  the  city,  we 
may  hope  for  results  of  ever  increasing  value  and  importance.  From  tiie  re- 
port of  the  Treasurer  you  will  see  that  our  financial  position  is  worthy  of  your 
careful  consideration.  The  funds  hitherto  received  have  been  derived,  partly 
from  the  dues  of  Annual  and  Life  members,  partly  from  collections  taken  up 
in  several  of  the  churches  which  are  in  sympathy  with  us,  and  lastly,  from 
the  proceeds  of  a  lecture  delivered  in  the  new  chapel,  on  the  30th  of  September, 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  Collyer.  These  several  sums  have  not,  liowever.  been 
equal  in  amount  to  the  expenses  already  incurred. 
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Yet  upon  this  account  we  do  not  feel  an}-  great  solicitude — while  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  xVssociation  of  the  so-called  evangelical  churches,  asso- 
ciations proscriptive  in  their  character,  are  in  various  parts  of  our  land,  obtain- 
ing immense  sums  of  money  with  little  effort  for  their  especial  purposes,  we 
cannot  think  that  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  induce  you  and  others  in  the 
commvmity,  who,  like  you,  are  devoted  to  the  principles  of  religious  indepen- 
dence, to  provide  the  small  sum  which  is  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
this  Union. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  this  current  calendar  year,  we  shall  have 
a  deficiency  in  round  numbers  of  about  $1,100.  The  estimated  expenses  of  the 
ensuing  year  are  about  $1,400,  making  a  total  of  $2,500,  which  we  now  desire 
to  raise.  This  sum  seems  trifling  indeed,  when  compared  with  the  work  which 
we  have  undertaken,  and  which  is  in  process  of  accomplishment,  yet  experience 
has  shown,  that  a  small  wedge  applied  precisely  in  the  spot  where  it  is  most 
needed,  may  rend  asunder  masses  which  might  otherwise  prove  stumbling- 
blocks  for  uncounted  ages. 

So  now  we  fondly  hope  and  trust  that  this  little  effort  of  ours,  in  the 
direction  of  Protestant  freedom,  many-sided  culture,  and  pure  citizenship, 
may  prove  the  entering  wedge,  through  the  masses  of  vice,  ignorance  and 
superstition,  which  block  the  highway  of  human  progress.  We  would  only 
add  upon  this  point,  that  any  greater  sums  you  may  see  fit  to  appropriate  to 
the  use  of  the  Union  will  contribute  largely,  through  increase  of  its  library  and 
other  facilities,  to  the  effectiveness  of  its  machinery.  It  will  be  readily  seen, 
that  if  supplied  with  ample  means,  it  might  become  the  eflicient  agent  of  an 
organized  and  enlightened  beneficence. 

Its  committees  could  visit  and  bear  cheer  and  comfort  to  the  sick  and  the 
afilicted;  the  friendless  from  distant  parts  might  receive  from  them  a  welcome, 
and  the  sympathy  and  advice  so  much  needed  by  those  thrown  for  the  first 
time  among  the  perils  and  dangerous  allurements  of  a  great  city;  the  needy 
might  receive  assistance,  through  labor  provided  for  them,  or  such  other 
means  as  should  furnish  the  relief  required  without  producing  the  demoralizing 
effect  which  is  so  often  the  resultof  our  profuse  and  indiscriminate  "charities," 
and  reformatory  movements  in  all  departments  of  our  social  organism  might 
be  aided  by  an  intelligent  and  judicious  support  in  their  hour  of  greatest  need. 

To  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Union  for  the  coming  year,  you  have, 
this  evening,  to  elect  eight  out  of  the  fourteen  who  comprise  the  Board  of 
Managers.  At  a  recent  conference  meeting  the  Standing  Rules  were  so 
amended  as  to  place  the  whole  matter  of  conference  meetings  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  Board.  It  has  been  our  intention,  while  giving 
especial  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Reading  Room,  to  provide  for  the 
members  and  the  public  such  Lectures,  Addresses,  Readings,  &c.,  paid  and 
free,  as  should  seem  to  be  of  a  character  to  further  the  cause  which  we  have 
at  heart.  * 

This  course  we  would  recommend  to  our  successors,  believing  that 
through  the  means  here  indicated,  together  with  such  other  means  as  may  be 
made  available  through  a  liberal  support,  increased  interest  will  be  awakened 
in  the  public  and  increased  strength  will  accrue  to  the  Union.    In  conclusion, 
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we  would  Siiy  that  the  work  which  lias  been  taken  in  hand  by  The  Brooklyn 
Liberal  Christian  Union  is  one  worthy  of  the  day  in  which  we  live — a  day 
when  old  superstitions  and  time-honored  abuses  are  losing  their  hold  \ipon  the 
human  heart  and  the  human  intellect,  and  great  numbers  are  groping  with 
ever  increasing  confidence  after  a  fuller,  a  richer,  and  a  true  theory  of  life. 
It  is  your  work  to  meet  this  longing  and  provide  for  it  encouragement  and 
nourishment.  We  ask  you  earnestly  to  feel  the  importance  of  your  position, 
and  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  you,  and  to  so  act  therein  that  nothing 
shall  be  left  undone  which  it  is  in  your  power  to  accomplish.  So  doing,  it  is 
believed  that  a  great  future  is  before  you,  and  that  the  work  which  you  have 
begun  quietly  and  without  ostentation,  may  yet  produce  such  fruits  as  shall 
make  the  people  among  whom  you  live,  and  the  great  family  of  mankind, 
better  and  happier  through  all  coming  time. 
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Robert  Foster,  Treasurer,  in  Acct.  with  Brooklyn  Liberal  Christian  Union. 


RECEIVED. 

From  H.  H.  Warden   $5  00 

"    Annual  Dues   01  00 

"    Life  Memberships  (not 
included  in  contributions 

from  Societies)   20  00 

"    Sale  of  Furniture   52  50 

"    Loans  from  Nassau  Bank  2, 125  71 
From  Contribution  by  1st  Uni- 
tarian Society   227  23 

From  Contribution  by  2d  Uni- 
tarian Society   145  01 

From  Contribution  by  ]  st  Uni- 
versal ist  Society   200  00 

"    Proceeds  of  Lecture  by 
Robt  Collyer. .'   77  87 

$2,944  32 


PAID. 

For  Rent   $520  00 

Salaries   240  00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures, .  415  79 

Whitening  Walls   25  00 

Pictures   33  50 

Gas   102  70 

Magazines  and  Journals. .  115  78 
Advertising,  Stationery, 

Printing  and  Sundries. .  143  94 

(Notes)  to  Nassau  Bank  .  753  79 


N^ow  in  Treasury 


J2,350  50 
593  82 

^2,944  32 


Brooklyn,  November  19,  186i 


Appended  to  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  were  the  following  Estimates  of 
Expenses  of  L.  C.  Union,  from  Nov.  19,  18G7,  to  Jan.  1,  18G8  : 


Note  to  Nassau  Bank,  maturing  Nov.  27,  1867   $500  00 

Note  to  Nassau  Bank,  maturing  Jan.  9,  1868    1,000  00 

Bill  of  Whiting  Bros.,  Art  Dealers   60  00 

Reeve  &  Son   -  -  •       8  07 

"     11.  Spear,  Stationer   50 

Salary  of  Librarian       42  00 

"    Janitor   12  OO 

Gas   26  00 

Daily  and  other  papers   8  00 

Incidentals   5  00 

$1,668  57 

In  Treasury.  Nov.  19,  '67   593  82 

Estimated  Deficiency  for  Jan.  1,  1868  $1,074  75 


ROBERT  FOSTER,  Trensurcr. 


